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OUR MISSION 

 
The mission of the  

Kiawanda Community Center  

is to promote community participation 

and support through intergenerational 

activities, programs and projects that meet the  

needs and interests of the citizens of  

South Tillamook County.  
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Our History 

 
The Kiawanda Community Center came into existence through a grass roots effort of 

local citizens in South Tillamook County communities who saw a need for a facility to provide 

services to a rural, low income and growing senior population.  The process began with the 

donation of three residential lots which were sold and the proceeds dedicated for design and 

preliminary costs.  The donation of an acre of land for the site of the Center and receipt of a grant 

for construction costs from the Oregon Economic Development Department brought the building 

to completion.  Support for the Center has come from fund raising by committed volunteers, 

grants, and contributions from the community for furnishings, operations and maintenance since 

June of 1977. 

After fulfilling the terms of the Economic Development Grant in 2002, the Center was no 

longer designated as a “Senior Center”, but as a center of activity designed to serve the entire 

community.  It is now the Kiawanda Community Center. 

The Center is a registered Oregon non-profit and receives no government subsidies or tax 

base.  Operations and maintenance costs are paid through rentals, donations and fund raisers.  

The Center is run by many gracious volunteers, a 9 member Board and team of Officers, with 

one paid position as Administrator of the Center.  Numerous committees are established to carry 

out the work of the Center.  In the year of 2017, these committee members and dedicated 

volunteers logged 9,110 hours to keep the Center running and open six days a week and 

occasionally on Sundays for special events.  A total of 12,246 hours includes volunteer hours to 

plan, setup and tear down fundraisers, newsletter publication and distribution, as well as Board 

participation in committees and projects,  

With the growth of programs and need for expertise in accounting and rental contract 

management the Board contracted for a Bookkeeper in 2008, followed by a Facilities 

Coordinator in 2009 and replaced the Facilities Coordinator with an Administrator in 2013.  
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OUR FACILITY 

 

The Center is very proud of its facility and the surrounding property.  The interior of the 

building is open and airy with the Great Hall offering 1800 square feet of space for meetings and 

events. An adjacent room can be opened to add another 500 square feet.  Capacity for these two 

rooms is 300 people or 144 when seated with round tables.  An addition was completed in June 

2017, Faye Jensen Hall, that added 2288 square feet, 520 of that total is increased storage area 

for table, chairs and supplies.  Capacity for the new addition is 200 people standing or 66 seated 

at round tables.  With the addition our max capacity is 500 people or 210 when seated at round 

tables of 8 each. The building includes a professional, commercial kitchen equipped with a gas 

oven, 2 convection ovens, dishwasher, walk in refrigerator, walk in freezer, as well as free 

standing refrigerators, freezers, several prep stations and all the utensils, dishware and service 

ware as needed to facilitate an operational commercial kitchen.  Through a contractual agreement 

with Northwest Senior and Disabilities Services (NWSDS), low-cost, nutritionally balanced 

meals are served in our building five days a week throughout the year to senior citizens in the 

local area.  In addition to the local seniors, NWSDS prepares and delivers more than 800 meals 

per week for their “Meals on Wheels” program for the entire counties of Tillamook and Clatsop.  

We have items needed to host banquets, meetings and special events which include table linens, 

napkins, formal dishware, elegant serving utensils, glass goblets, punch bowls, a variety of 

serving platters and decorative items.  A coffee counter with bar sink and coffee maker is 

frequently used for meetings, events, and daily meal site service.  A sound system, five disk CD 

changer, blue tooth wireless speakers, big screen TV, portable screen, projector, a piano and 

stage area are available for use.  We maintain a list of local DJs, musicians, caterers (for those 

who do not wish to prepare their own food for events) local lodging contacts, florists, rental 

centers and contact numbers for those who need permits for local parks and beaches.  Parking is 

available for 78 and we are fully handicapped accessible. 

A major source of funding for the Center comes from the temporary rentals of the 

building for weddings, meetings, seminars, receptions, memorials, retreats, reunions, and dances.  

Rates are very reasonable and we try to maintain a rate below facilities in the surrounding area to  

accommodate organizations and persons of all financial means.  In the case of public service,  

3 



health related services, community meetings and programs for children and students, no fee is 

charged.  We have also put in place a fee schedule offering reduced rates for non-profit 

organizations.                                           

For the public, we offer a computer with word processing, internet connection and access 

to wireless internet.  A fax and copier are available for a small fee.  Our facility is available for 

visitors who would like to chat, do a jog-saw puzzle, play games or read. A library with gas 

fireplace offers a place to drop-in for warmth, coffee and conversation six days a week. 

Our goal is to maintain and preserve this facility for the community to enjoy and utilize 

as a resource for years to come. 
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OUR FUTURE 
In the past 20 years, the community has grown considerably. The programs and activities 

at the Center have also grown and evolved to serve a larger and more intergenerational 

community within South Tillamook County.  In 2008 our mission statement was amended to 

reflect this evolution.  Our goal is to continue to bring programs and activities to the area through 

preservation and enhancement of our facility. 

 In fact, our physical facility is what makes us who we are; a resource for the community 

for public meetings, designated Red Cross emergency center, senior meal site, home to the 

NWSDS  “Meals on Wheels” program and a home for the Nestucca Neskowin and Sand Lake 

Watershed Council.  We are a gathering place for education, fun activities, and for socializing.  

Our building is our pride and joy and is also our greatest source of concern.  The harsh coastal 

weather, blowing sands and heavy rains have aged our 20 year old building beyond what would 

be expected in a milder environment.  We have an ongoing concern and need for large 

maintenance projects to prevent substantial loss and deterioration of the building and the 

property.  Projects looming in our near future such as: repairs to roof venting from rust and 

deterioration; replacement of cabinets removed because they were 20 years old and for the 

addition of large capacity industrial washer and dryer to clean linens for event rentals; repairs 

and maintenance of the existing paved parking lot that is beginning to crumble; work to secure 

and make access easier in our overflow gravel parking area, and finally the new flooring in Faye 

Jensen Hall is not adhering to the concrete slab and will need to removed and replaced after a 

vapor barrier is applied.  In addition we have ongoing maintenance expenses and need for 

replacement of aging commercial kitchen equipment.  We have estimates for the most pressing 

needs that total over $66,000.00.   

With the help of a TLT (Tillamook Co. Transient Lodging Tax) grant for $339,148.00, 

our Building Fund, fundraising, donations, and a personal note from one of the original founders 

of the Center; KCC was able to complete a 2,200 square foot addition to the Center.  The 

addition to the original building is helping us to meet the needs and demands of our growing 

community now and in the future by allowing events to take place simultaneously, provide the 

ability to hold larger events, and to serve a greater number of people.  The new addition was      

completed in June of 2017.  People always comment on the beautiful building that is available 

for use and the joy that it will bring for future generations.           5  



BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2017 

 

Otis Kunz 

Jim Oeder 

Verne Mobley 

Michelle Hughes 

Jim Oleson 

Bill Hite 

Debra Mazur 

Julie Krohn 

Kathy Olsen  

 

 

 

OFFICERS 2017 

  

  Chair   Otis Kunz 

Vice-Chair  Jim Oeder 

Secretary  Jim Oleson (1
st
 half of year) 

Kathy Olsen (Interim then Elected in Dec.)  

Treasurer  Michelle Hughes 
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KCC PROGRAMS & SERVICES 

 
The Center strives to meet the needs of community members, seniors, teens, children, low 

income and at-risk individuals.  A number of services and programs are offered; some on a 

regular basis and others through referral or by special arrangements. 

 

HEALTH RELATED 

 Yoga classes & Fit and Fabulous classes are offered to encourage physical and social activity 

for all ages and levels of ability.  The Center also hosted multiple “Flu Shot Clinics” in the fall 

and several Red Cross Blood Drives.   

 

ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

We display current brochures and information about many services for families, the elderly and 

disabled.  We are happy to pass on information about the various programs.  Also, throughout 

the year information related to Diabetes, Dementia, homelessness, abuse, addiction, hunger and a 

variety of other helpful resources were available.  Food barrels are located in our lobby for local 

food basket programs and for people of need in our community.  The local food bank brings food 

in monthly so seniors and people of need have access to food. 

 

THE WAVE 

Kiawanda Community Center is a designated pick-up and drop-off site for the “Wave”.  The bus 

runs North and South from Cannon Beach, thru several coastal communities to Lincoln City.  It 

also runs West and East from Tillamook to Portland and back with several stops in between.  The 

Wave helps to connect coastal communities to each other and to the greater Portland area. 

 

FOOT CARE NURSE 

Every other month a traveling licensed foot care Nurse provides nail care, overall foot care and 

conducts foot screenings for individuals at risk such as those with diabetes.  Individuals are seen 

by appointment.  This program helps the individuals to receive care they need in a small 

community where a local care provider is not available and helps those that may be hindered by 

the cost and ability to travel outside the immediate area.               7 



DIAL-A-RIDE 

This is a service provided by Tillamook County Transportation District and serviced by 

volunteers from the local area.  Community residents are picked up at their homes and taken to 

various destinations; the Community Center, shopping, medical appointments and various other 

transportation needs.  The boarding fee is very low, averaging $1.50 each way.  The service is 

also used by Nestucca Valley High School students to go to and from jobs and community 

volunteer work. 

 

SENIOR MEAL SITE and MEALS ON WHEELS 

The meal site is a state program run by Northwest Senior and Disability Services.  Through a 

contractual agreement between the Center, Northwest Senior and Disability Services (NWSDS), 

and Bateman Services our building is able to provide meals through the Meals on Wheels 

program for two Oregon Counties (Tillamook & Clatsop).  Nutritionally balanced meals are 

prepared in the commercial kitchen on site.  Meals are provided in house for 15-20 people per 

day on average.  They prepare approximately 25 per day so they will have extra on a day that 

more people venture in and then send the extras home with seniors for dinner.  They served 

nearly 6,500 meals in 2017 in our facility.  Local area home delivery is provided three days a 

week, for 12 – 15 people on average.  The home delivery provides both fresh/hot meals and 

frozen meals for the other days when no delivery is available.  It also sees that people have food 

on hand during inclement weather.  The impact for our local area is an average of 160-170 meals 

are served each week, which equates to 8320-8840 meals served annually.   In addition to our 

local meal delivery, KCC’s kitchen puts out that same food for two Oregon Counties.  Nearly 

50,000 meals were prepared, packaged and delivered throughout both counties because of our 

kitchen and the agreement with KCC, NWSDS and Bateman Services.  There is a suggested 

$3.00 donation for those over 60 years old.  All others are asked to pay $6.25 for their meals.  

The menu is determined well in advance and is published in our newsletter, the 

“Kiawanda Kapers”, on our website and our Facebook page.  Money collected for the meals are 

deposited to NWSDS to help defray cost for food, preparation and distribution.  In 2017, the      
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volunteers at Kiawanda Community Center provided more than 1700 hours of service to set 

tables, serve food, buss tables, and wash dishes.  This program provides food for the elderly and 

provides those that have the ability to venture out of their homes a chance to socialize.  

 

OTHER SERVICES 

The Center has a computer for public use which is connected to the internet as well as a wireless 

system for those that bring their own laptops, a fax machine and a copier.  We also have a large 

variety of medical items for people to check out and use as needed: wheelchairs, crutches, 

walking sticks, canes, shower seats, and other medical help aids. 
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2018 PROGRAM & SERVICE GOALS 

 

Our goal for 2018 is to maintain the number of seniors using the meal site while reaching 

out to encourage others in the community that may be in need of the services offered.  We 

continue to seek volunteers for all our programs and services as this is an ever changing list of 

people and programs.  The Center has developed a venue for the Arts through usage and 

promotion from Community Arts Project, Nesstucca Valley Artisans and a large group of women 

that meet weekly for a paint group and our local “Stitchers”.   

The Community Arts Project utilizes the Center once a year for its annual fundraiser, 

“Your Art’s Desire: A Celebration of Art, Chocolate and Wine”.  The proceeds from the 

fundraiser are used for various art projects at Nestucca Valley Elementary School.  The Nestucca 

Valley Artisans hold an annual art show at the Center, promoting local artisans and their art in a 

variety of mediums.  The Stitchers use the facility every Tuesday and one Monday a month.  

They offer sewing/quilting classes every 2-3 months, they act as volunteers donating their work 

to KCC fundraisers and provide quilts to The Caring Cabin located here in Pacific City.  The 

Caring Cabin is for children with Cancer and their families.  They are able to come for four days 

and have a vacation at the beach.  Every child receives a quilt from the Stitchers in their favorite 

colors and in a theme that matches their likes or hobbies.  They also donate quilts to adults in the 

community that are terminally ill or convalescing.  The Paint group uses the facility every 

Thursday.  They also act as volunteers donating their time and gifts to KCC operations and 

fundraisers.  

 The Year of Wellness through Tillamook County was adopted in 2016.  Their vision: 

That all Tillamook County residents will improve their nutrition and movement habits creating 

the conditions for an improved quality of life.  The Kiawanda Community Center continues to 

participate in the program by offering 3 exercise options.  Yoga; which is held Monday and 

Wednesday afternoons and Friday mornings.  Fit and Fabulous; which is held on Tuesday and 

Thursday mornings.  Step It Up: which is a walking group that meets on Mondays and 

Wednesdays at varying times.  Other classes and options for wellness will be added in 2018. 

 The partnership with Kiawanda Community Center and Nestucca Valley High School 

began in 2006.  We hold the High School Winter Formal, as well as various events and  
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Ceremonies free of charge.  Our goal is to work with the students, to bring them in to help with 

our events so they learn to work with the public, acquire strong work ethics, proper etiquette, 

speech and grooming for their futures.  It’s a great way for them to earn credit and Community 

Service hours for their resumes.  As our weddings and other events are becoming a larger part of 

the Center, our goal is to have internships with the Junior and Senior students as it’s also 

important for them to be involved within the community.  The Board of Directors has also 

discussed starting a Scholarship program for local students that give of themselves so that we can 

give back and express our pride in them and our gratitude. 

Another goal moving forward is to focus on the needs of the Center as it’s an aging 

building, now in its 22
nd

 year.  Many projects are needed to protect it for future use and 

continued community access.  We would like to find ways to increase our fundraising to handle 

some large projects that need addressing and would like to offer ways to contribute even more to 

the needs of our area.  With our growth and success as a Center, we would like to give back with 

greater abundance both in programs and financial donations.   

We at KCC would like to add more medical information, classes, seminars, events.  The 

purpose of this is to bring information, people and resources together.  We live in a small coastal 

town 25 miles or more from larger cities.  We lack resources that are available in larger cities 

and many of our residents lack the ability to drive back and forth such a distance.  It puts a 

hardship on them financially, and in many situations it’s not possible without reliable 

transportation or if they have limited mobility.      
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COMMITTEES 2017 

 

EXECUTIVE BUDGET & FINANCE COMMITTEE: 

Chair:  Otis Kunz 

Other:  Michelle Hughes, Verne Mobley, Jim Oleson 

 

BUILDING & LANDS ADDITON: 

Chair:  Otis Kunz 

Other:  Michelle Hughes 

 

BUILDING, MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING: 

Chair:  Otis Kunz 

Other:  Jim Oeder, Michelle Hughes, Nettie Casioan 

 

PUBLICITY & PUBLIC RELATIONS: 

Chair:  Nettie Casiano 

 

FUNDRAISING EVENTS: 

Chair:  Otis Kunz 

Other:  Debbie Mazur, Jim Oeder, Nettie Casiano 

 

VOLUNTEER ASSIGNMENTS, POLICIES & PROCEDURES: 

Chair:  Debbie Mazur 

Others: Nettie Casiano 

 

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS: 

Chair:  Jim Oeder 

Other: Otis Kunz, Debbie Mazur, Nettie Casiono 

 

OPERATIONS: OFFICE  MANAGEMENT: 

Chair:  Michelle Hughes                 12 



COMMITTEE REPORTS 

ACCOMPLISHMENTS 2017 AND GOALS 2018 

 

EXECUTIVE: BUDGET & FUNANCE COMMITTEE 

2017:  Solicitation letters were mailed out in April and November.  As of year-end $15,683.37    

was received in donations.  Insurance policy, licenses and contracts were reviewed.  

 

2018-Planned:  Solicitation letters will be mailed out in November.  In 2017 we had two letter 

campaigns because of the new addition and expected costs.  The decision was made to do an 

annual mailing and not to approach our community with two campaigns. 

 

BUILDING & LANDS ADDITION: 

2017:  As of year-end we have $13,851.22 in the accounts.  The new addition to the Center was 

completed in June and events were booked through the summer. 

 

2018-Planned: With increased space due to our new addition, we will pursue the opportunities to 

utilize the space and be able to accommodate multiple venues simultaneously and larger events. 

 

BUILDING, MAINTENANCE & LANDSCAPING: 

2017:  Flooring was replaced in the Hobby Room and Great Hall to match new flooring for Faye 

Jensen Hall addition.  Flooring also replaced in bathrooms.  We were able to install commercial 

washer and dryer in the Hobby Room to allow us to launder linens after use for event rentals.   

 

2018-Planned:  Obtain estimates: improved lighting in Great Hall, cost to install floor to ceiling 

cabinets in Hobby Room to replace the ones removed in order to install washer/dryer, paving of  

4 gravel parking spaces, cost to seal the entire lot, cost for work to be done on rusting roof vents, 

and removal/replacement of flooring in FJH due to lack of adherence.  Maintenance needs on our 

original building will be the focus in addition to community and customer support. 
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PUBLICITY AND PUBLIC  RELATIONS: 

2017:  The Center has a website, www.kiawanda.com, which helps us with advertising and 

getting information to the community.  Our newsletter, Kiawanda Kapers, is distributed monthly  

and provides news and information about the happenings at the Center.  Our Facebook page also 

announces upcoming events, weekly activities, and advertising. 

 

2018-Planned:  Future events are being planned to bring the community together.  We will be 

hosting dances once a month with live local musicians.  Opening up on Sundays and evenings 

for educational meetings and seminars for public health and wellness issues.  Increasing our 

participation in the Year of Wellness campaign by hosting a TOPS chapter (Take Off Pounds 

Sensibly). 

 

FREE COMMUNITY EVENTS: 

2017: Hosted a Veteran’s Day meal with the help of the local Volunteer Fire Department.  Held a 

Thanksgiving Dinner for individuals and families to attend and socialize with others instead of 

being home alone.  Both events were very well attended.  Held a number of Town Hall meetings, 

Candidates Forums, County Commissioner meetings and a variety of local Non-Profit Board 

meetings.  Held a High School Winter Formal, Halloween Party for the children, a fundraiser 

event for the local schools and athletics programs, and the town Christmas Tree Lighting.  

 

2018-Planned:  Will continue with the above list of free events to bring the community together.  

And add others as we can think of more ways to benefit our local citizens.   

 

FUNDRAISING: 

2017:  The following fundraisers were held and netted: 

Flea Market Sales  $630.35  Oktoberfest  $9,162.52 

Christmas Bazaar  $685.10  Wine & Dine  $1,713.25 

Weekly Bingo           $3,462.50  Caribbean Nights $   709.62 

Brick Sales   $  30.00  Solar Eclipse T-shirts $1,272.36 
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FUNDRAISING  Continued: 

2018-Planned:  Continue with most of the same fundraisers and add new ones.  We will try to 

“Bring Dancing Back to Pacific City” and host several dances with local musicians.  And a 

Christmas Dinner and Festival of Trees Auction event will be held in December. 

 

OPERATIONS – VOLUNTEERS: 

2017:  More than 80 volunteers contributed over 12,200 hours averaging 150 hours per year (12-

15 hours per month).  Volunteer meetings were held every month.  An appreciation dinner was 

held in April. 

 

2018-Planned:  Continue with monthly meetings.  Add a raffle drawing for those that are present 

and give out several small gifts at each meeting.  Invite them to all of our cover charge events as 

free guests as a way to say Thank You for participating in the success of the Center. 

 

OPERATIONS – KITCHEN: 

2017:  The Centers commercial kitchen is a big selling point for rental events such as weddings 

and large fundraising events held by other organizations.  On weekdays the kitchen is used for 

the Senior Meal Site through a contract with Northwest Senior and Disability Services 

(NWSDS).  Nearly 50,000 nutritionally balance meals are prepared and distributed through this 

facility via the program “Meals On Wheels” in two Oregon Counties (Tillamook and Clatsop). 

 

2018-Planned:  Reach out and encourage more Seniors to attend the Meal Site utilizing 

Dial-A-Ride when necessary. 

 

OPERATIONS –OFFICE: 

2017:  Purged old files, labeled file folders, updated binders and shredded old files.  Kept 

important tax documents and Articles of Incorporation. 

2018-Planned:  Implement new procedures for Volunteers and Kitchen use.  Continue to purge 

unnecessary files and documents.  Work with computer IT professional to clean computers and 

update programs as needed.    

                                  15 



OPERATIONS-FACILITIES: 

2017:  Appointed a new Volunteer Coordinator, reviewed duties and time commitment needed 

for custodial work.  Held monthly meetings with more training so volunteers were more 

equipped to handle issues at the front desk and help visitors to the Center. 

 

2018-Planned:  Review and adjust hours and duties of  KCC Administrator to meet the needs of 

the Center with regards to additional event rentals and fundraising events now that the new 

addition has been completed.  Continue to work with Volunteers and develop more areas and 

tasks that Volunteers can take responsibility for.  
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STATISTICAL REPORTS 

NUMBER OF DAYS USED IN 2017 

 

The following details show the use of the building throughout the year.  It is the policy of the 

Center to provide the facility at no charge for community and public meetings held in the 

evening.  During open hours on weekdays, community members may conduct activities and 

interest groups without charge if space is available.  Groups will be asked to make a small 

donation to help with costs of heat, lights and restroom supplies. 

 

Community Use:  

Public Meetings     57   

Medical Clinics and Screenings   13      7 foot, 2 Flu 4 Blood Drives 

Senior Meal Site              252   52 weeks minus holidays  

School Functions       15   Formal Awards drama 13camp/club 

 

KCC  use: 

Board Meetings     12 

KCC Volunteer Meetings    12  

Fundraising Events       7    2 Flea Mkts,Bazaar,4 events,  

Weekly Bingo      49 

Free Community Events      8    Halloween, Tree lighting, Thanksgivng, 

               Veterans, pancake brkfst, bazaar 2 flea 

Interest Group use: 

Fit-n-Fabulous               102 

Yoga                153     

Walking Group     44   5 months   22 weeks x 2 

Stitchers Group     64 

Paint Group      50 

Non-Profit Rentals     24 

Private Rental Events     22 

Game Day      24           17  


